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Introduction 

The 2015-16 fiscal year was yet another busy period for Alternatives North. Below is a 
brief summary of some of the highlights activities undertaken. 

 

Defending and Promoting Public Health Care 

On January 25-26, 2016 Katie-Sue Derejko attended the Canadian Health Coalition‟s 
2016 Medicare Lobby Day on behalf of Alternatives North. In total 123 lobbyists (formed 
into 34 separate lobby teams) took part in 140 meetings with MP‟s, as well as two 
Ministers and the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Health.  Discussions with 
MPs focused on a National Public Drug Plan, the renewal of the Health Accord, and 
Pro-Public Health Care.  

 

Sahtu Economic Research Report – January 2016  

The Sahtu Region, along with the Northwest Territories, faces a choice between two 
different economic futures. One of the possible futures would be dominated by industrial 
resource extraction. This future claims it will provide high-paying jobs and much needed 
income for governments, apparently a silver bullet. The other economic future is a 
broader and more sustainable economy based on renewable resource development 
and building on local strengths across a range of sectors, from agriculture, renewable 
energy, and forestry, to arts and tourism. Researchers commissioned by Alternatives 
North (Diana Gibson, David Thompson, and Allison Thompson, of PolicyLink Research 
and Consulting) prepared a discussion paper that explored the risks and benefits of 
these two approaches in the context of the Northwest Territories, particularly the Sahtu 
Region, from a socioeconomic perspective. It looked at the implications of these paths 
in terms of job and economic growth potential, a range of social determinants of health 
and indicators of well-being. 

A draft document was distributed for comments to Sahtu contacts prior to its release.  A 
plain language summary was produced and mailed to every household in the Sahtu 
region.  The executive summary of the report was distributed at the Sustainable 
Communities Roundtable – January 21st.  A presentation on the findings of the report 
was given to the Sahtu Renewable Resources Board. 
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Poverty 

Poverty Conference - Suzette Montreuil represented Alternatives North at a national 
poverty conference in May in Ottawa.  Reports of sessions she prepared were 
distributed on a daily basis while she was there.  

We Can Do Better  – In September forty people working for social justice in the NWT 
attended a workshop to develop a set of common progressive policies all could 
subscribe to. Alternatives North presented on the impact of poverty during the session.  

Vote to End Poverty - A Tamarack Institute campaign developed information on the 
impact of poverty on a national basis. Alternatives North distributed this information at 
federal election events.  

Food Security – Yellowknife Farmers Market received funding to work on the 
Yellowknife Food Charter.  The launch was Friday, January 15, 2016. Twenty five 
Canadian cities are working on a charter.  Alternatives North signed onto Food Charter. 

Cities Reducing Poverty (CRP) – Alternatives North participated in CRP 
teleconferences and joined with PSAC, NWT Seniors Society, NWT Literacy Council, 
YWCA and for the first time, the City of YK to pay for membership costs. 

Anti-Poverty Round Table:  At the end of March 2016 the Government of the 
Northwest Territories (GNWT) hosted the third Anti-Poverty Round Table.  Alternative 
North presented on the Living Wage (further notes in Living Wage section).  Aboriginal 
governments, non-government organizations (NGOs), municipalities, relevant GNWT 
departments, the private business sector and other NWT stakeholders were consulted 
on ways to reduce and mitigate the impacts of poverty. 

 

Living Wage Report 

Alternatives North unveiled the living wage calculation for Yellowknife in September 
2015 during a lunch-and-learn event at the Baker Centre. The living wage for 
Yellowknife, for a family of four, with two full-time wage earners and two children, was 
calculated at $20.68 an hour for each full-time worker. The living wage is based on a 
40-hour work week. It doesn‟t include paying debts, saving money, helping other family 
members financially or owning a pet, among other things. 

Michel Haener, an Alberta-based economist calculated the living wage. She has 
calculated living wages for other communities including Grande Prairie, Red Deer and 
Canmore. She uses the nationally-recognized Canadian Living Wage Framework in her 
calculation so that results can be compared to other communities. 

While paying a minimum wage is mandatory, employers choose to pay a living wage to 
reap a range of benefits. Advantages flowing from a living wage include improved staff 
retention and productivity, lower recruitment and training costs, more money circulating 
in the local economy, a larger income tax base and a positive demonstration that the 
business cares for the community. A full report was produced as well as an infographic.   
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Members of Alternatives North presented the concept to the members of the City of 
Yellowknife municipal council in February 2015.  Individuals contracted by Alternatives 
North met with numerous employers to review the concept and criteria for being 
designated a living wage employer.  The result of this research was presented at the 
annual anti-poverty round table in March 2016.  Nine living wage employers were 
identified.  A logo and a pamphlet on Living wage was also produced. 

The project was funded by a grant from the GNWT Anti-Poverty Fund. 

Alternative Revenue Sources for GNWT 

In January 2016 Alternatives North organized a public event titled „Are We Really 
Broke?’ to foster public discussion of revenue options for the GNWT.  The session 
presented: 

 A review of revenue opportunities presented in previous Alternatives North 
research by Diana Gibson and David Thompson of Policy Link Research and 
Consulting  

 A summary of revenue generation measures taken by other jurisdictions, and a 
comparison of a range of current inter-provincial/territorial tax rates including 
income, corporate, sales and excise taxes  

 An overview of other possible revenue generating opportunities and the new 
money they might mean for the GNWT 

 An examination of the economic multipliers resulting from spending in various 
sectors  

 An overview of the impact of public service job cuts on the private sector 
economy, and,  

 A brief investigation of the benefits of government spending on energy efficiency 
and renewable energy sourcing 

Researchers Diana Gibson and Dave Thompson also presented a summary titled Fiscal 
Options for a Stronger Economy to a Committee of the Legislative Assembly in January 
2016. 

A list of questions arising from this work suggesting further useful research that should 
be done was compiled and sent to members of the Legislative Assembly.  

Federal Budget submission 

In February 2016, Alternatives North prepared a submission on the next Federal 
Budget.  The submission called for a national anti-poverty strategy, investment in early 
childhood education and care, a national housing strategy and a basic income 
guarantee program.  
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Territorial Budget Consultation 

In February 2016, Alternatives North wrote to the GNWT recommending an innovative 
approach to budget consultations that the province of Newfoundland and Labrador had 
undertaken.  The process, which offered a variety of ways for citizens to participate, 
reviewed options for raising revenue, decreasing expenses and waste and improving 
methods.   

 

Fracking Action North 

Alternatives North is a founding member of the Fracking Action North (FAN) coalition. 
Many Alternatives North members are active in both groups.  

The GNWT ignored FAN‟s first petition (submitted in 2014) calling for the referral of 
fracking applications to Environmental Review.  Therefore, a second petition, this one 
calling for a moratorium on further fracking until a comprehensive public review was 
done, was circulated.  The petition was signed by 868 people – the most of any GNWT 
e-petition to date.  MLA Bob Bromley tabled the petition on June 2, 2015.   

Other FAN activities:   

 Courtney Howard (Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment) 
presented a public lecture on health effects of fracking 

 A Benefit Concert on May 29 – hosted by Casey Koyzan, involved many artists 

and was well attended 

 Public rally and demonstration held outside the Legislature on June 2 was also 
well attended.  

Rather than conducting a comprehensive review, GNWT pushed further towards 
enabling full-scale fracking by putting out draft fracking regulations, finessing the “how 
to do it” questions rather than the “should we be doing it” question.  Overwhelming 
response from the public during a well-attended Yellowknife “engagement session” was 
anti-fracking.  Alternatives North submitted a letter during the consultation process.  
FAN coalition members, including Alternatives North representatives, met with Ministers 
Ramsay (responsible for the oil & gas regulatory office) and Miltenberger (Environment 
& Natural Resources) to present concerns, push for more thorough reviews and call for 
a shift of focus to sustainable energy.  

Naomi Klein‟s film, This Changes Everything, was screened during the year to a 
standing room only audience.   

FAN participated in the fall elections, submitting questions to the candidates fora.   

At a refocusing strategy session at end of October 2015, FAN activists acknowledged 
burnout, discussed future directions should fracking become a more tangible possibility 
in the NWT, but agreed to suspend regular operations of the organisation until that 
happened.   
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Election All-Candidates Forums 

During the fall 2015 election season, Alternatives North organised all-candidates 
meetings for the federal and municipal elections. Since Dene Nahjo and the Status of 
Women were both organising all-candidates meetings for the election of territorial 
MLA‟s, Alternatives North decided to leave the field to them. 

The federal election event, held October 7th in the NUP auditorium, utilised a Q & A 
format with invited groups asking questions about their areas of interest. Following this, 
an open microphone allowed questions from the audience. Ecology North, Status of 
Women, PSAC/UNW and the Dene Nation participated as panel members asking the 
preliminary questions. The forum was recorded for broadcast in its entirety on 
community television. 

For the municipal election, a mock Council meeting format was used. Held in the 
Council Chambers on October 14th, two sessions were held in one night with the 
assignment of candidates to either of the groups determined randomly. One group 
addressed Living Wage, the other Housing First. Council Rules of Order were made 
available ahead of time, as was background material on both issues. The City arranged 
for the events to be video-cast. One candidate did not attend but accepted the offer to 
have a statement they prepared (that was no longer than one minute in length) read out. 

 

Giant Mine Remediation 

Alternatives North continues to monitor and encourage the efforts of the federal 
government to remediate the toxic legacy at Giant Mine. 

 


