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Making the Connection: International Human Rights and Poverty  

Yellowknife and Behchokǫ ̀

Canada Without Poverty (CWP) is travelling to all three territories in May 2017 to 
learn about Northern experiences of poverty, and talk about human rights. In Yel-
lowknife and Behchokǫ̀, CWP is excited to work with community partners, includ-
ing Alternatives North, to discuss poverty in the community and share information 
about national – and international – work on poverty, hunger, and homelessness 
through a human rights approach.  

Who is CWP? CWP is a non-partisan, not-for-profit, and charitable organization 
dedicated to ending poverty in Canada through a human rights approach. The orga-
nization was created in 1971 under the name National Anti-Poverty Organization 
(NAPO). We are led by a Board of Directors who have personally experienced 
poverty. We work to give voice to people living in low-income and ensure their 
rights are not ignored. CWP offers in-person and online workshops and has several 
publications on how people can use international human rights mechanisms to ad-
dress poverty, homelessness, and hunger in Canada.  

Who is coming from CWP? Michèle Biss will be representing. She is a human 
rights lawyer and the Legal Education and Outreach Coordinator for CWP.  
When will CWP be in Yellowknife and Behchokǫ̀? Michèle will be in the NWT 
from Thursday May 4 (evening) – Tuesday May 9 (midday).  
What will the workshop include? The workshops will be an opportunity to discuss 
international human rights, the realities of poverty in Canada – especially the unique 
experiences of Northern poverty – and the upcoming Canadian Poverty Reduction 
Strategy.  These workshops feature: 

1. An overview of international human rights law. This part is interactive and 
highlights local anti-poverty programs and policies; 

2. A presentation and discussion of the upcoming Canadian Poverty Reduc-
tion Strategy and the growing momentum for a rights-based approach; and 

3. A listening circle throughout the workshop for participants to share experi-
ences about poverty in the North.

http://www.cwp-csp.ca/action/human-rights-education/
http://www.cwp-csp.ca/action/human-rights-guide/

