
 

 

2017-2018 Annual Report 

Living Wage 

Alternatives North released a 
new Living Wage for 
Yellowknife in Nov 2017 and 
a revised wage in April 2018.  
The new living wage for a 
family of 4 with 1 preschool 
child and one school age with 
both parents working was 
$20.96/hour. 
 
 
 

Alternatives North distributed apples and information on poverty in 
October 2017, as part of the national campaign to end-poverty (see 

picture on page 4) 

NWT without Poverty 
Alternatives North provided logistical support for Michele Biss 
of Canada Without Poverty for meetings in Ndilo, Yellowknife 
and Behchoko. As well as providing a human rights perspective 
on poverty, Michele gathered information from NWT residents 
to help inform the Canada Without Poverty position for a federal 
poverty reduction consultation. We were able to arrange 
meetings for Michele with Yellowknives Dene First Nation, 
GNWT Health and Social Services and GNWT Education, 
Culture and Employment staff, people living in poverty, front 
line agencies, and a presentation at a territory-wide conference 
on the wellbeing of children. We also assisted in a Poverty and 
Human Rights Workshop in Yellowknife in May 

 
We also submitted a brief to National Poverty Reduction 
Strategy consultation.  The submission presented the northern 
situation and main issues and made recommendations for 
improvements in programs related to income, housing and 
homelessness, health, food security (in particular for indigenous 
populations), early childhood education and child care.  It also 
requested a human rights based approach and suggested several 
indicators to track. 
 
Finally, we participated in a government organized territorial 
meeting in November of 2017 and presented to the City of 
Yellowknife Council. 

Chew on 
This! 
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Energy and Climate Change 
In September 2017, Alternatives North presented on Climate 
change during a thematic lunch-time event. Over 20 people 
participated. 
 
In November 2017, we submitted detailed comments on 
GNWT's “2030 Energy Strategy – August 2017, Draft for Public 
Comment.”  This was the third submission we had made on this 
consultation.  The Strategy was finalized in the spring sitting of 
the Legislature. 

Waste Management 
In January 2018, we invited Gearld Enns from the 
GNWT to an evening engagement session to discuss 
waste management in the NWT. 

In February 2018, we participated in a one-day GNWT 
regional consultation session on solid waste. On behalf 
of its members, Alternatives North then submitted a 
paper as part of the GNWT’s online consultation 
process. 

 
In January 2018, we met with a coalition of NGOs to discuss the most effective way to effect change in 
GNWT's approach to energy and climate change, and to find common ground that we could emphasize 
in our ongoing participation in consultations.   
 
Also in January 2018, we submitted detailed comments on GNWT's  “Climate Change Strategic 
Framework, Draft for Public Comment.” The Government subsequently finalized the Framework in 
spring 2018. 
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The GNWT Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
(ENR) began a public engagement regarding five new or revised 
pieces of legislation in the fall of 2017.  Alternatives North 
attended a Stakeholder Advisory Group meeting in October that 
described the plans for revisions to the Environmental Protection Act, 
Environmental Rights Act, Waters Act, Forest Management and 
Protection Act (combination of two previous acts) and the new 
Protected Areas legislation.  The acts are being co-drafted with 
Indigenous Organizations through the council established in 
devolution.  There are technical working groups for each act.  
Alternatives North was part of the Stakeholder Advisory Group.  
A second workshop was held Feb 28 – March 1st.  Following that 
meeting, Alternatives North submitted overall comments on the 
process and acts, and more specific comments on all but the Waters 
Act. 

We will continue to monitor and have input into these five pieces 
of legislation. 

Housing 

Alternatives North sent a letter 
to federal Member of 
Parliament Michael McLeod 
and territorial housing minister 
Caroline Cochrane. This letter 
responded to the release of the 
National Housing Strategy as 
well as the GNWT document 
Towards Level Ground and the 
subsequent policy renewal 
required to implement it. 
Questions were asked regarding 
the two plans and their 
implementation. Alternatives 
North also provided 
recommendations for the 
implementation of the National 
Housing Strategy in the NWT. 
 
Alternatives North also hosted a 
public event on the high cost of 
housing in Yellowknife, in 
particular for renters in 
February 2018.  The event 
focused on the market 
concentration in rental market, 
low number of rental units 
constructed, and high wages of 
government employees. Over 20 
people participated. 
 

Environmental Legislation 
Renewal 

The GNWT Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment 
(ITI) began a public engagement regarding a new Mineral 
Resources Act in the fall of 2017. Alternatives North organized a 
workshop with seven other interest groups and individuals; 
hosted a lunch-hour public meeting and had background papers 
done on the Ross River Dena Council courts case and Ontario 
and BC Acts.  From those, we made a submission to ITI on Dec 
1st 2017 regarding their initial “Unlocking Our Potential” 
discussion paper.  We also put out a media release along with 
Ecology North, the NWT Chapter of the Council of Canadians, 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society – NWT, Northern 
Territories Federation of Labour, Canadian Arctic Resources 
Committee and Mining Watch Canada.  These submissions are 
on the website. These groups also started a website 
www.responsibleminingnwt.com .  Several members also 
submitted comments on the discussion paper.  

Mineral Resources Act 

Continued on next page 
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In January, Alternatives North was part of a Cabin Radio 
interview with ITI Minister Wally Schumann and Chamber of 
Mines President Gary Vivian to present Alternatives North’s 
perspective on the Act and mineral exploration 
(https://cabinradio.ca/5036/on-air/cabin-radio-panel-mining-
exploration-and-roundup/ )  The GNWT put out a ‘What we 
Heard’ report.  We wrote to ITI on February 2nd 2018 regarding 
being included in ITI’s proposed ‘targeted engagement’.  In 
March, a letter was sent back asking AN to a meeting.  Pamela 
Strand (ADM), Mike Byrne, and Nick Leeson from ITI and two 
representatives from AN attended a meeting on March 27th, 
reviewing aspects of our December submission.  

We will continue to monitor and have input into this legislation. 

In collaboration with Julie Green, Alternatives 
North invited Mark Holmgren from Vibrant 
Communities Canada, to host a discussion on 
collective impact. Over 20 people attended this 
October 2017 event. 

Collective 
Impact 

Alternatives North volunteers 
distributing at the Chew on This! 
Event. 

Odds & Sods 
Alternatives North made an effort to 
rally NGO’s behind the idea of 
developing an Alternative Budget to 
the GNWT’S budget. Unfortunately, 
resources being limited, this project 
did not come to fruition.   

 

Alternatives North volunteers 
participated in a planning session in 
February 2018. 

 

Alternatives North increased its 
presence on Social media by regularly 
updating its Twitter and Facebook 
account. 

 

A meeting was held with MP Michael 
McLeod to discuss the Bilateral Health 
Accord. 

 

Alternatives North invited the minister 
of Finance of the GNWT to present 
his budget to the public. The invitation 
was declined. 

 

 

Continued from previous page 
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Giant Mine 
Our achievements over the 2017-18 work year has resulted in improvements to Giant Mine’s final mine 
closure. While we cannot pretend that they have been major alterations in scope or general approach, 
we have seen positive changes to the project proposals, management plans and overall closure planning. 
Given the size and momentum of this project, these were important steps that will help set ‘the bar’ for 
success into the future.  

Much of this work is still ongoing, but there has generally been a good faith effort to take steps that 
improve the clarity, legibility and effectiveness of the project’s closure planning. This isn’t to say that we 
are confident and resting easy with the current state of the plan.  When possible, we consistently 
advocate for both clear statements of what the closed mine site will look like as well as improvements in 
the closure goals. This is occurring both at the broad scale – what it’ll look like when you physically are 
on site; to the small scale – the chemical make-up of the effluent.   

Over the year the closure plan has moved towards its final state. While we’ve worked diligently, much 
remains uncertain. This includes matters such as the long-term financing and communicating with 
future generations. These are just two of the subjects which Alternatives North fought so hard for 
during the Environmental Assessment, and despite the lack of progress to date, we expect significant 
focus on these types of issues – those tasks not part of the core short term closure planning, but are 
critical for long term success.  

We are always happy to review this with AN members and are keen to discuss the status of the closure 
at GIANT.  

Alternatives North is a coalition of groups and 
individuals united in an active, grassroots commitment 
to build, strengthen, and defend social, environmental 
and economic justice related to the Northwest 
Territories. Since the economy exists within society, 
and society exists within the environment, Alternatives 
North believes that achieving justice in any of these 
areas requires people to work together. 

Alternatives North’s Mission 
We meet every Wednesday at noon at 
the North Star Building (4910-53 
Street) in Yellowknife. 

Alternativesnorth.ca 

Twitter: @alternorth1 

Facebook/Alternatives North 

Everyone is Welcomed 


